
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world byJSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.istor.org/participate-istor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



74 Documents 

Pickett Grateful for Recognition. 

Henry M. McGill was Secretary of the Territory of Wash- 
ington from 1857 to i860 and during that time George E. Pickett, 
who fater led the famous "charge at Gettysburg" was in com- 
mand at Fort Bellingham and on San Juan Island. 

Fort Bellingham, W. T. 
Sir: Jany. 25th, i860. 

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt (to day) of your 
communication of the 19th inst. enclosing the "Resolution" of 
Legislature of this Territory so highly flattering to myself. 

You will understand me when I say it is one of the proudest 
days of my life. Allow me to extend my thanks for your courtesy 
and kindness in announcing this most pleasing intelligence. 

I remain Sir 

A'^ery Respt)'., 

Your obt. servt., 
G. E. PICKETT 
Hon Henry M. McGill. Capt. 9th Itify. U. S. Army. 

Secretary of Washington Territory, 
Olympia. W. T. 

The resolution referred to was as follows: 

Resolved, by the Legislative Assembly of the Territory of 
\\'ashington. That the thanks of the people of this Territory are 
due Captain Pickett, LI. S. A., for the gallant and firm discharge 
of his duties un<ler the most trying circumstances on the Island 
of San Juan. 

Passed January nth, 1860. 

Decapitation of Colonel Ebey. 

The following resolution is reproduced from the rather rare 
archives of the Territorial government, because the good work 
of Captain Charles Dodd is nearly always overlooked in the pub- 
lished stories of the murder of Colonel Ebey by Northern In- 
dians : 

Whereas, Col. Isaac N. Ebey, one of our most esteemed fel- 
low citizens, was ruthlessly murdered by a band of savages resid- 
ing in Russian America, in the month of August, A. D. 1857 ; and 

Whereas, Said Col. Isaac N. Ebey was brutally murdered at 
his residence on Whidby's Island, during the month aforesaid, 
and his head dissevered from his body and carried off as a bloody 
trophy by said band of savages, known by the name of "Kakes," 
and residing in Russian America; and 



Sovereign Americans on San Juan Island "/$ 

Whereas, Captain Charles Dodd, a brave and gallant mariner, 
and commander of the Hudson's Bay Company's steamer "La- 
bouchere," did risk his life and that of his crew, as well as the 
loss of his steamer, in his attempt to recover from said tribe of 
savages the bloody relic above mentioned, that he might thus 
be enabled to restore the same to the family of his murdered 
friend. Col. Ebey; and 

Whereas, Capt. Dodd, after a long and tedious negotiation, 
did, in the fall of 1859, succeed in getting said savages to sur- 
render to him the sad. relic of Indian trophy, which he placed in 
the hands of A. M. Poe, Esq., to be by him delivered to the 
family of said deceased Col. I. N. Ebey; therefore* 

Be it Resolved by the Legislative Assembly of the Territory 
of Washington, That the thanks of this Legislative Assembly be, 
and the same are hereby tendered to Capt. Charles Dodd, for his 
bravery, gallantry, and acts of humanity, in having hazarded his 
own life and that of his crew, and the probable destruction of his 
vessel, in his untiring endeavors to procure the scalp of the 
lamented Col. Isaac N. Ebey. 

Resolved, That his Excellency, the Governor of Washington 
Territory, be requested to forward to Capt. Charles Dodd, at 
Victoria, British Columbia, a copy of these resolutions. 

Passed January 20th, i860. 



Sovereign Americans on San Juan Island. 

The following document in the collection of the University 
of Washington is self-explanatory. It will be noted that the date 
is some eight years before the San Juan dispute was arbitrated 
by Emperor William I. of Germany. No attempt has been made 
to correct the spelling or grammar in the document : 

NOTICE. 

According to the wish of Captain Bissell as expressed to me 
I hereby request the citizens of this Island to meet at Frazers 
house in the woods on the road to the garrison on Sunday Feb- 
ruary 1st. for the purpose of making such Laws as we shall deem 
necessary for the Settlement of differences between Settlers con- 
cerning Land Claims and for the Enforcement of good order 
upon the Island. 

San Juan Island E. T. HAMBLETT 

Jany 22nd. 1863 Copy by 

Wm. Carny 
San Juan Isld W. T. 

At a meeting of the Citizens of San Juan Isld on the first day 
of Feby 1863 for the purpose of Establishing a Criterion by which 
the American Citizens of this Isld shduld be governed Esqr 



